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July 5, 2006

Prof. Steve Schroeder

Department of Atmospheric Sciences
Texas A&M University

3150 TAMU

College Station, TX 77843-3150

Dear Prof. Schroeder:

The American Enterprise Institute is launching a major project to produce a
review and policy critique of the forthcoming Fourth Assessment Report (FAR)
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), due for release in the
spring of 2007. We are looking to commission a series of review essays from a
broad panel of experts to be published concurrent with the release of the FAR,
and we want to invite you to be one of the authors.

The purpose of this project is to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the
IPCC process, especially as it bears on potential policy responses to climate
change. Aswith any large-scale “consensus” process, the IPCC is susceptible to
self-selection bias in its personnel, resistant to reasonable criticism and dissent,
and prone to summary conclusions that are poorly supported by the analytical
work of the complete Working Group reports. An independent review of the
FAR will advance public deliberation about the extent of potential future climate
change and clarify the basis for various policy strategies. Because advance drafts
of the FAR are available for outside review (the report of Working Group I is
already out; Working Groups II and III will be released for review shortly), a
concurrent review of the FAR is feasible for the first time.

From our earlier discussions of climate modeling (with both yourself and Prof.
North), I developed considerable respect for the integrity with which your lab
approaches the characterization of climate modeling data. We are hoping to
sponsor a paper by you and Prof. North that thoughtfully explores the
limitations of climate model outputs as they pertain to the development of
climate policy (as opposed to the utility of climate models in more theoretical
climate research). In particular, we are looking for an author who can write a
well-supported but accessible discussion of which elements of climate modeling
have demonstrated predictive value that might make them policy-relevant and
which elements of climate modeling have less levels of predictive utility, and
hence, less utility in developing climate policy. If you are interested in the idea,
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or have thoughts about who else might be interested, please give Ken Green a
call at 202-862-4883 at your convenience.

If you and Prof. North are agreeable to being authors, AEI will offer an honoraria
of $10,000. The essay should be in the range of 7,500 to 10,000 words, though it
can be longer. The deadline for a complete draft will be December 15, 2007. We
intend to hold a series of small conferences and seminars in Washington and
elsewhere to coincide with the release of both the FAR and our assessment in the
spring or summer of 2007, for which we can provide travel expenses and
additional honoraria if you are able to participate.

Please feel free to contact us with questions and thoughts on this invitation.

Cordially, W/L/
Steven F. Ha}rward “Ke en, Ph.D
Resident Scholar Vigitin olar
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