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We Don’t Have to Give Up Hope

It isn’t a done deal.
We don’t have to give up hope.
We can change our own behaviour,
we can throw ourselves a rope.

The future doesn’t have to be a
wasteland filled with sorrow.
Act today to change the way the world
will be tomorrow.

We’ve all to gain and much, much
more than everything to lose.	
So look carefully in the mirror,
and tell yourself,
choose.
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Read and talk about the poem: 

Read the poem out loud. 

Read Greenpeace’s information sheet 
on the climate emergency. Focus 
particularly on the paragraph: 

What do you think is it about? How does it 
make you feel? What makes you feel this way?

How does this poem relate to this text? How 
do both the poem and the text from the 
information sheet offer hope and engage 
the reader in working towards change? 
Which language in the poem and on the 
Greenpeace resource is most effective in 
engaging your interest and provoking an 
emotional response in you as a reader? 
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‘Greenpeace calls this a climate 
emergency because it’s a 
problem we need to solve now. 
We need to cut our global 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
45% by 2030 to move us in the 
right direction. This may seem 
like a lot but don’t worry, we 
have the answers. It’s about 
working together to make 
change happen.’

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GP-11-14-Climate-Emergency-Final.pdf
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GP-11-14-Climate-Emergency-Final.pdf


#NationalPoetryDay 
www.nationalpoetryday.co.uk

Reflect and discuss:  

Consider the opening lines of the poem: 
	 It isn’t a done deal. 
	 We don’t have to give up hope

Now look at the closing lines of the poem: 
	 We’ve all to gain and much, much 
	 more than everything to lose. 
	 So look carefully in the mirror, 
	 and tell yourself, 
	 choose.

What is the impact of opening the poem in 
this way? How has the poet used language 
effectively to create this impact? Why do 
you think she chooses to start with these 
two ideas?

What thoughts and feelings are you left with 
as you read these lines? What other words 
and phrases throughout the poem create 
effective imagery and/or encourage the 
reader to think about the impact of, or act 
on, the climate emergency? What ensures 
that the reader is left feeling hopeful, rather 
than hopeless?
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Reflect and discuss:  

Consider what you already 
know about the climate crisis.

What do you think are the kinds of behaviours we need 
to change, as referenced by Nicola Davies in the poem? 
What actions could we take to change the way the world 
will be tomorrow?  
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Re-read the Greenpeace Climate Emergency resource 
to find out more about the Climate Emergency and 
things you can do to help. As you read, note down 
or highlight any points of interest or key words and 
phrases that really make you think about the impact of 
climate change, or motivate you to act.  

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GP-11-14-Climate-Emergency-Final.pdf
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GP-11-14-Climate-Emergency-Final.pdf
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Write your own poem:   

How will you engage your 
audience from the very start 
of your poem? How will you 
create imagery to provoke 
the reader’s interest? What 
thought would you want to 
leave your reader with, so 
that they are motivated to 
take action?
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Come back together to think about how you might write your own poem to engage 
others to act on the climate emergency.

Consider how you’ll arrange your poem on the page, where you’ll break lines, 
whether you’ll have multiple verses and whether it will rhyme or be in free verse. 
What’s most important is that it engages the reader in the issue of the climate 
emergency, maintains a sense of hope for them and leaves them motivated to act. 
Read your poem when it’s finished and check that it does these things effectively.

Take a piece of paper and a pen. Remind 
yourself of the issues you read about in the 
Greenpeace resource and what you think or how 
you feel about these things. When you have 
some ideas written down, see if you can use 
these to write your own poem. If you struggle 
to get going, think of describing the issue more 
broadly, as Nicola Davies did in her poem.
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Sahre your poem: 

Share your poem with your family or a 
friend.

Explore the environment further:
•	Explore Greenpeace Youth Resources for 7-18 year olds: greenpeace.org.uk/all-
resources/education-resources/

•	Invite a Greenpeace Speaker for a free talk or workshop: greenpeace.org.uk/
greenpeace-speakers  

What does it make them think about? How does 
it make them feel? Does it inspire them to find 
out more or to take action, however small? 

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/all-resources/education-resources/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/all-resources/education-resources/
http://greenpeace.org.uk/greenpeace-speakers 
http://greenpeace.org.uk/greenpeace-speakers 

